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Joining the CEE-ClusterNetwork
Clusters have so far operated mainly at a regional/local level. Cross-border cooperation has only recently become a part of their operations, usually on a case-by-case basis. The CEE-ClusterNetwork consortium involves eleven neighbouring cluster regions in Central and Eastern Europe who are keen to mobilise and support national and regional innovation policy actors to carry out and design co-operation activities together with other competent public authorities. 

The CEE-ClusterNetwork focuses on linking the eleven partner regions/countries whose innovation policies focus on cluster and network policy using an INNO-Net. The main objective is to find coherences in the different regional cluster policy implementation methodologies and to shape a common policy in defining common strategic issues, strategies and programmes.
The project aims for a coherent development of innovation and cluster policies in the strongest sectors of each regional economy at three levels: policy; administrative; and regional development agencies and

cluster initiatives.
Key activities:
· Analysing existing innovation and cluster initiatives and programmes.

· “Quality Guidelines“: agreement on a common understanding and common criteria
· “CEE Cluster Agreement“ 2007: agreement of CEE-ClusterNetwork partner regions on common strategies and objectives for the future.

· Bringing together political and administrative policy makers.

· Operative „Cluster Action Plan“ based on the “CEE Cluster Agreement“.

· Planning, implementation and evaluation of two to three cross-border pilot actions.

Three critical factors guarantee the success of the project. First, all EU-countries and regions in Central and Eastern Europe participate in the project. Second, all partners of the consortium focus their innovation policy on cluster relevant measures. Third, the most experienced EU-regions in clustering work together with new EU-countries, to transfer know-how and link policy development together.

Joining the CEE-ClusterNetwork
Any public organisation or any network of such organisations dealing with the development
and/or management of cluster policies and programmes that is not currently involved in the

CEE-ClusterNetwork is invited to apply for joining the work undertaken commonly under

the 12 CEE-ClusterNetwork Steering Committee members and/or pilot projects defined in the Cluster Action Plan. 
Eligibility Criteria
1. The organisation should be registered in a country associated to the Competitiveness

and Innovation Programme (CIP). An updated list of such countries can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/cip/thirdcountries.htm#Who_can_participate_in_the_CIP
2. The organisation is a public or semi-public entity;
3. The organisation deals with the development and/or the management of cluster policies

and programmes on behalf of a public authority.
The procedure
1. To join the CEE-ClusterNetwork, external partners should verify if they meet the above criteria.

Only then they should complete the Application Form (enclosed) and send it back to

the address given in the Application Form in the box.
2. Once the Application Form is received, it will be examined by the CEE-ClusterNetwork Management Team and Nikos Pantalos, project officer, European Commission/DG Enterprise and Industry. They will check the eligibility of the applicant against the above criteria. Moreover, the Steering Committee will be asked to verify if they have any conflict of interest with the participation of the new associated partner;
3. The Project Coordinator will then inform the applicant as well as the Steering Committee about the decision within two weeks from the receipt of the application, and send to the applicant the Partnership Agreement that should be signed by an authorised person in the partner organisation and then sent to the Project Coordinator;
4. Once the Partnership Agreement is received, the new partner will have immediate and full access to the CEE-ClusterNetwork’s extranet and their name will figure in the list of the Associated Members of the CEE-ClusterNetwork.
It is worth mentioning that all accepted associated partners will participate in the work of the

CEE-ClusterNetwork at their own costs. Moreover, a number of meetings and workshops are already planned by the existing CEE-ClusterNetwork’s partners. In case that the participation in such events becomes too high due to the involvement of too many interested new partners, a fee for the participation for all new partners interested to this event will be requested to cover the additional costs of the organisation of the event.
Rights and obligations

All Associated Partners of the CEE-ClusterNetwork will have to respect a number of working principles (a code of conduct) given below in the form of rights and obligations which are also included in the Partnership Agreement to be signed by the applicant organisation.
CEE-ClusterNetwork partners have the right to:

· Participate in the work undertaken by the CEE-ClusterNetwork and/or its Pilot projects;

· Be invited to events organised within the CEE-ClusterNetwork and/or its Pilot projects;
· Access the CEE-ClusterNetwork’s extranet site, established under the PRO INNO Europe

web site;
· Use and disseminate the results obtained within the CEE-ClusterNetwork.

On the other hand, CEE-ClusterNetwork partners have the obligation to:

· Support the objectives and activities of the CEE-ClusterNetwork and to give them public visibility;
· Invite CEE-ClusterNetwork members, and associated partners to events organised under their initiative;
· Provide regular information about their activities, to be published on the PRO INNO Europe
web site;
· Inform the CEE-ClusterNetwork members about their own activities in areas of mutual interest;
· Self-finance their participation in the work of the CEE-ClusterNetwork.
Application Form for joining the CEE-ClusterNetwork
Legal name of the organisation:

Legal status of the organisation: 
Country in which the organisation is registered: 
General mission of the organisation:

Relevance of the organisation to cluster policies and programmes:
Field(s) of common activities you would be involved as associated partner:
Main reason(s) for and expectations of joining the work of the CEE-ClusterNetwork:

The Signatory of the Application Form certifies the accuracy of the above information and that the represented organisation wishes to become an associated partner of the CEE-ClusterNetwork.
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Authorised person 


    Organisation



Position
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Signature



Address/ Email

            
Date
This Application Form should be sent back to:

Ms. Anita Hingsamer / anita.hingsamer@tmg.at
Oberösterreichische Technologie- und Marketinggesellschaft m.b.H

Hafenstraße 47, 4020  Linz, Austria
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